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POL 120—American National Government and Politics         Prof. Kimberly Saks McManaway 
University of Michigan Flint, Spring 2018, WEB              (Prof. McManaway) 
Email: kimsaks@umflint.edu            Google Voice Number: 248-791-2520  
Office Hours: by appointment         (you may call and text this number) 
 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
Wootton, David. The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers. Hackett Pub. Co., 2003.   
 
Readings on Blackboard as noted in schedule 
 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is designed to provide you the basic knowledge and essential tools to understand 
the structure of the American government and the social and political issues of life in the 
United States.  We will use our textbook to lay a foundation, read primary documents and 
critical works that illuminate the issues and engage in robust (and hopefully interesting and 
fun) discussion about current political and social events using this new information.  By the 
end of the semester you should be able to participate in that usually dreaded family 
discussion of government and politics with ease.  

 

COURSE FORMAT 
CONTENT FORMAT: This is an ONLINE course. There will be no in person class meetings.  It is your responsibility to secure 
access to the Internet on a regular and consistent basis in order to read the materials, participate in class activities and 
submit assignments.   
 
YOU’LL NEED: If you do not have regular and reliable access to the Internet either at home or on campus (or elsewhere), 
this is not the course for you and you should register for a traditional lecture course instead. At a minimum, you’ll need 
regular access to the following things online:  
     (1) Blackboard (bb.umflint.edu)—course content, information, and assignment submission is done here 
     (2) Email—University (@umfint.edu addresses) will be used for all communications (usually through Blackboard) 
     (3) Twitter—You’ll need a Twitter account to participate in at least two of our scheduled Twitter chats. More       
  information about those can be found below. Your account must not be private (or if you want you can  

create an additional account just for this class) and you must follow me (@ProfMcManaway). 
 
OUR WEEK: Our week begins on Monday and ends the following Sunday night. Assignments due in a given week are due 
by Sunday at 11:59 pm, Eastern time. If you have a question about a deadline, ask ahead of time.  

 
 

Your grade is based on the following assignments: 
Assignment Due Date(s) Point Value Total 

Points 
Percentage of 

grade 
Lecture/reading quizzes  10 @ 5 points each 50 10% 
Exams  5/27, 6/22 2 @ 100 points 

each 
200 40% 

Blogs 5/6, 5/13, 6/3, 6/17 2 @ 25 points each  
2 @ 50 points each 

150 30% 

Twitter Chats (pick 2) 5/7, 5/16, 5/31, 6/5 2 @ 50 points each 100 20% 
TOTAL 500 100% 
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COMPONENT 1: Readings, lectures, quizzes.  
 

Lectures are posted weekly that correspond with the readings as posted 
on the syllabus (this includes the textbook readings and any other 
readings listed on the schedule that are also on Blackboard). This is the 
bare bones structure of the course. Lectures are video captured 
PowerPoint with audio and visual commentary. You need to keep up 
with both the readings and the lectures as test questions will come from 
both sources. You will have a 5-point quiz for each topic as indicated on 
the schedule.  
• Schedule of readings. Readings are listed on the class schedule 

available at the beginning of the semester.  
• Lectures.  Lectures for each week will be available at the beginning of the week for that week’s material.  
• Quizzes.   Reading/lecture quizzes will cover the material for that topic and only that topic.  
NOTE: Because this is an accelerated spring course of 7 weeks rather than the full 15 weeks, the materials will 
be sped up significantly. It is your responsibility to stay on top of the material. NO LATE SUBMISSIONS ON 
QUIZZES WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
COMPONENT 2: Assignments and exams.   
 

There are three exams, four blog posts, and two papers.  
A. EXAMS (2 total) 

There are two exams, a midterm and a final. The exams are timed and conducted in Blackboard.  Once 
the exam has started, you cannot stop it and come back to it, so please ensure that you have time to 
finish it. As you have an entire week to complete the exam, NO LATE SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED unless 
you have documentation of an emergency that has kept you from taking the exam for the entire exam 
period. 
 

B. BLOGS (4 total) 
You will have a total of four (4) blog posts to make at 25 points each for a total of 150 points. The blog 
posts are outlined below and details on what is required in each post will be in my introductory post for 
each blog on Blackboard. There are three types of blog posts: 
• Introductory blog post. (Due by 5/6/18 at 11:59 pm) In this short blog post (approximately 2-3 

paragraphs), you will describe yourself and your goals for this course. This is to help me get to know 
you and to help you to familiarize yourself with your classmates. (25 points) 

• Political Typology Results blog post. (Due by 5/13/18 at 11:59 pm) In this blog post you will be 
posting your results from the Pew Political Typology Quiz and discussing them by answering some 
focusing questions. (25 points) 

• Political Documentary Review. (Due 6/3/18 at 11:59 pm) For this paper, you must view a 
documentary about a social or political issue and write a short essay on it. A list of approved 
documentaries (most of which are available at the library and/or on Netflix or other online sources) is provided. 
(50 points)   

• Editorial. (Due 6/17/18 at 11:59 pm) This assignment requires you to briefly research a political issue 
or candidate of your choosing and write a letter to a relevant newspaper advocating for or against 
that issue or candidate that you will post as a blog post. (50 points) 

 
BLOG POSTS POSTED AFTER THE DEADLINE WILL HAVE 5% OF THE GRADE DEDUCTED FOR EACH DAY THAT 
THEY ARE LATE.  
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COMPONENT 3: TWITTER CHATS.  
 

For course participation, you will need to engage in at least TWO (2) online chat sessions using Twitter, each 
one counting for 50 points. You may participate in THREE (3) with the third one being an opportunity for 25 
extra credit points. Each session will take place at a specific time (see below) and will require you to engage 
with the content being discussed, which can be a televised event, a current debate in the media or the like. YOU 
MUST SIGN UP AHEAD OF TIME (at least 3 hours in advance) so I know whether to hold the session or cancel 
it. Sign up sheets will be on Blackboard’s Discussion Board Feature. More information on the format of these 
discussions, grading assessment and Twitter in general can be found on the “Twitter Chat Assignment 
Description” document, under Course Content. All times are Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 
I have decided the topic of the first chat. The topics of the last three chats are going to be decided as a class by 
poll during the first week of the semester.  
 
Dates and times of chats (times are Flint-local time): 

1. 5/7/18 at 3:00 pm—Topic: What do we want from the federal government? (#POL120Chat1) 
2. 5/16/18 at 9:30 pm–Topic: Student Choice  (#POL120Chat2) 
3. 5/31/18 at 11 am—Topic: Student Choice (#POL120Chat3) 
4. 6/5/18 at 9:30 pm—Topic: Student Choice (#POL120Chat4) 

 
 
 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
ACADEMIC HONESTY.  
Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated and may lead to your failing this 
course. Plagiarism is the taking of credit for someone else’s work or ideas, 
submitting a piece of work which is not entirely the student’s own work 
without fully and accurately attributing those same portions to their correct 
source.  If you are unsure whether something violates the University’s policies or my own, talk to me first. You 
will not be penalized for asking. I reserve the right to fail you on an assignment if I believe the work you submit 
is not your own.  
 

ACCOMMODATIONS. Anyone in this course who might be entitled to accommodations due to a disability must 
register with Disability and Accessibility Support Services. DASS is located at 264 UCEN and can be reached by 
phone at 810-762-3081.  
 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS. Late assignments will be dealt with as described below with each individual assignment. It 
is your responsibility to maintain a calendar of when things are due.  
 

EXPECTATIONS 
In addition to the policies above, I expect all students enrolled in this course to take personal responsibility for 
their work and their grade in this course. I have three main expectations in this course: 
 
EXPECTATION 1: FULLY ENGAGING IN CLASS 
You are expected to engage in this class regularly and to the best of your ability.  You are also expected and 
required to engage in this class and our assignments truthfully and honestly.  
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EXPECTATION 2: RESPECTFUL PARTICIPATION 
This is a course that does not shy away from the discussion of political and social topics.  To do that requires 
respect for ideas you do not like.  You are expected to engage in respect in all aspects of this class.  Debate and 
disagreement is welcomed, but disrespect is not.  Your ideas are always welcome if they are presented with 
logic and supporting facts. 
 
 
EXPECTATION 3:  MAINTAINING CONTACT 
It is integral to this course that you are connected to email and Blackboard.  If you have trouble accessing email 
or Blackboard from home, you must make use of the on-campus facilities provided to you by the University or 
some other suitable and reliable way of accessing the class materials.   
 

Email.  Email is the primary mode of contact for us outside of the classroom.  I will be sending emails to your 
UM Flint account that is registered and connected to Blackboard.  It is your responsibility to check your 
email regularly as I reserve the right to make changes to assignments and readings via email.  If you don’t 
like the UM Flint email, have it forwarded to another address. 
 

Blackboard.  All of your papers in this course will be submitted through Blackboard’s SafeAssign feature.  
You are responsible for ensuring that your assignment is properly submitted.  I recommend printing (or 
saving as a PDF) the submission page.  Failure to submit your assignment on time—regardless of reason—
will subject you to the late penalties outlined herein. If you wish to use a backup method of submission, you 
may also email your assignment but it MUST be submitted through Blackboard first.  
 
Twitter. You may also contact me on Twitter (@profmcmanaway) but NOT for individual assignment issues. 
Twitter is to update you on general announcements (closings, cancellations, changes) as well as to discuss 
course material through our scheduled chats. I also regularly tweet about current events. 

 
 

YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF ME 
You can expect me to:  
- Come to class prepared to discuss the material as well as current events  
- Make time for you outside of course in a reasonable manner upon request either in person or by email.   

o I try to respond to student emails within 24-48 hours, but that may be longer depending on when you send 
the email and on weekends/holidays. 

- Return assignments as soon as possible so you know where you stand in this course.   
- Try my best to make this course interesting, relevant and worth your time.   
- Attempt to find an answer for your questions, even if that means getting back to you later. 
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---TEACHING  GOVERNMENT IN  A  TIME OF  POLIT ICAL  DIFF ERENCE:  A  NOTE--- 
In fall 2016, I saved this space on my syllabus to talk to my students about how taking an American government 
in an election year was an amazing opportunity that will not soon be forgotten. I anticipated that things would 
return to a reasonable and recognizable status quo after the presidential election ended.  

Since the election, we have seen our political system do things that it had never done before. The Senate 
abandoned the filibuster for Supreme Court confirmations. Over 80% of the appointed positions in the 
Department of State remain unfilled because the sitting president has not nominated anyone for those spots. 
Speaking of our president, we now have someone in the White House who is a wild card, often tweeting at odd 
hours of the early morning and late at night in ways that we would not have imagined.  

My notice to students in 2018 is the same as it was in 2016: I am, like you, a political person and that my 
ideology is what it is and while I did not intend on hiding it, I do not intend on letting my personal ideology 
dominate our course. That said, it would be disingenuous to pretend to be superficially neutral. Just as I expect 
you to become fully engaged citizens, I strive to be a fully engaged citizen. That means having preferences, 
feelings, and reactions to what I see in this political era. Instead, I strive for objectivity as a political scientist and 
an educator and I will be constantly checking myself to ensure this. Likewise, I will also be checking everyone 
else to maintain an appropriate sense of objectivity. 

One thing should be clear from the outset, though: I will not tolerate any abusive or harmful language, any 
disrespectful rhetoric, or the like in these discussions. That goes as much for our politicians as it does for you, 
the students. If I see such rhetoric or commentary from politicians, I will appropriately denounce it. If I see or 
hear such rhetoric or commentary from students, I will shut it down.  One does not have to tolerate hate or 
disrespect to remain objective and engage in critical thinking and discussion.  

I believe this course will be one of the more rewarding experiences of your college career, if for nothing else 
than the timing of it all. I will strive to make that happen. Please help with me by keeping up with current 
events, making the most out of the course material, and participating in what promises to be some amazing 
discussion.  

-Prof. McManaway 

 



POL 120—Spring 2018—Course Schedule 
 

Week Starts Subject Reading/Assignments Quiz Blog Post Twitter Chat 

1 5/1/18 

Introduction and 
Expectations 

Read: Syllabus and assignment information 
Watch: Lecture 1—Introduction to Course 
and Expectations 

Quiz 1 Introductory Post 
Due 5/6/18 @ 11:59 pm 

 

Revolution, 
Founding, and U.S. 
Constitution 

Read: Federalist 10, Declaration of 
Independence  
Watch: Lecture 2—Revolution and 
Founding 

Quiz 2   

2 5/7/18 

Political Traditions Read: John Locke, Second Treatise on 
Government (excerpt)(Blackboard) 
Watch: Lecture 3—Political Traditions and 
Ideology 

Quiz 3 Political Typology Post 
Due 5/13 @ 11:59 pm 

Chat 1: What do we want 
from the federal 
government? 
#POL120Chat1 
Monday, 5/7 @ 3 pm 

Federalism Read: Brutus 6, Federalist 51 
Watch: Lecture 4—Federalism 

Quiz 4   

3 5/14/18 

Congress Read: Federalists 39 and 57 
Watch: Lecture 5—Congress  

Quiz 5  Chat 2: Student choice 1 
#POL120Chat2 
Wednesday, 5/16 @ 9:30 pm 

Presidency Read: Federalist 10, Cato 4 
Watch: Lecture 6—Presidency 

Quiz 6   

4 5/21/18 

MIDTERM EXAM Opens: May 21, 2018 @ 12:00 am 
Closes: May 27, 2018 @ 11:59 pm 

   

Courts and 
Bureaucracy 

Read: Brutus 15 
Watch: Lecture 7—The Courts, Lecture 8—
Bureaucracy 

NO 
QUIZ 

  

5 5/28/18 

Parties and Interest 
Groups 

Read: APSA, Toward a More Responsible 
Two Party System (BB) 
Watch: Lecture 9—Parties and Interest 
Groups 

Quiz 7 Political Documentary 
Review Post 
Due 6/3/18 @ 11:59 pm 

Chat 3: Student choice 2 
#POL120Chat3 
Thursday, 5/31 @ 11 am 

Voting and Turnout Read: Gutting, Should Everybody Vote? 
(BB) 
Watch: Lecture 10—Voting and Turnout 

Quiz 8   

6 6/4/18 

Elections and 
Results 

Read: Federalist 14 
Watch: Lecture 11—Elections and Results 

Quiz 9  Chat 4: Student choice 3 
#POL120Chat4 
Tuesday, 6/5 @ 9:30 pm 

Media and Money Read: Cass Sunstein, Republic 2.0 
Watch: Lecture 12—Media and Money 

Quiz 10   



POL 120—Spring 2018—Course Schedule 
 

Week Starts Subject Reading/Assignments Quiz Blog Post Twitter Chat 

7 6/11/18 

Civil Liberties and 
Civil Rights 

Read: Brutus I (BB), Federalist 84, John 
Rawls, A Theory of Justice (BB) 
Watch: Lecture 13—Civil Liberties, Lecture 
14—Civil Rights 

NO 
QUIZ 

Editorial Blog Post 
Due 6/17/18 @ 11:59 pm 

 

Final  FINAL EXAM Opens: June 11, 2018 @ 12:00 am 
Closes: June 22 2018 @ 11:59 pm 

   

 


