
POL 329/529—Civil Liberties and the Constitution       Prof. Kimberly Saks McManaway 
University of Michigan Flint, Winter 2018        (Prof. McManaway) 
Mixed Mode—Mondays 5:30-6:45 pm and online                           kimsaks@umflint.edu 
Office Hours:   Mondays 3-5 pm and by appointment                    248.791.2520 (Google voice) 
 

REQUIRED TEXT 
Epstein, Lee, and Thomas G. Walker. 2015. Constitutional Law for a Changing America: Rights, Liberties, and 
Justice. 9th ed. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1-45227-040-1 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended to teach you about the Constitution through an introductory exploration of civil 
liberties and their role in the political and legal systems. We will explore four major areas of civil liberties: 
freedom of religion, freedom of speech, right to privacy, and the rights of the criminally accused. You will be 
tasked with reading cases, providing analysis, and ultimately writing a Supreme Court-style case brief and 
arguing a case in front of the class.  
 

MIXED MODE FORMAT 
This class is a mixed mode class—that means part of the class is in person and part of the class is online. For 
us, that means we meet once a week (on Mondays from 5:30-6:45 pm) instead of twice a week. Instead of our 
second meeting each week, you will have seven short online lectures with short quizzes to follow. This allows 
us to use our class time focusing on the most meaningful material in more interesting ways. We will meet 
every Monday except for those days noted as “no class” on the class schedule.   
 

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS AT A GLANCE 

Assignment Due Date(s) Point Value Total Points 

Online Lecture Quizzes (6) 1/22, 1/29, 2/,12, 2/19, 
3/5, 3/26 

10 points each 60 

IRAC and Briefing Primer 1/15 40 points 40 

Case Exercise Reports (2) 2/5, 3/12 50 points each 100 

Brief Component Drafts 
- Draft Issues Presented 
- Draft Statement of the Case 
- Draft Argument Outline 

 
3/19 
3/26 
4/2 

 
10 points 
15 points 
25 points 

50 

Written Brief 4/9 100 points 100 

Oral Argument 4/9 or 4/16 as assigned 50 points 50 

Final Exam 4/23 100 points 100 

In Class Participation ongoing 50 points 50 

TOTAL 550 
 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS (BY REALLY TRYING) 
1. Do the reading. You cannot succeed and properly cite the cases in our case exercises if you do not do 

the reading. This means doing it before the class period for which it is assigned.  
2. Participate—actively. Showing up is not enough (though it is necessary). To fully understand this 

material you have to engage with it in class.  
3. Take Quality Notes. I will help you learn how to read cases and take solid notes, but it is your 

responsibility to follow through on the rest.  
4. Stay on top of the schedule. This class can be hectic for some. Put the due dates in your calendar now 

and make sure to keep the schedule (last page of the syllabus) on hand and easily accessible. Unless 
something changes (which will be announced in class and on Blackboard), this will not change.  

 

mailto:kimsaks@umflint.edu


ASSIGNMENTS IN DETAIL 
Online Lecture Quizzes. For each Online Lecture (noted on the schedule) except for the first, there is a 
matching quiz to make sure you understood the material. Each quiz is worth 10 points and is a simple 
true/false, fill-in-the-blank, multiple choice style quiz. The quiz for any given Online Lecture is due the Monday 
following the week for which the lecture was assigned. NO LATE SUBMISSIONS.  If you have an emergency that 
prevents you from taking the quiz you must notify me ASAP with documentation.  It is my discretion to allow 
you to submit the quiz late.     
 

IRAC and Briefing Primer. One of the most important skills you will learn for (and from) this course is how to 
properly read an appellate court decision and be able to adequately brief it, or explain it to others. If you go on 
to law school, IRAC and briefing will be your life. The first assignment we will tackle in this class will have you 
learning these skills in a low-risk setting. Even if you never go to law school, the IRAC writing method is 
extremely valuable and will make your writing better. Late submissions: deduction of 5% of the available 
points for each day late up to one week. No assignments being accepted after one week. 
 

Case Exercise Reports We will have two in-class case exercise days where we will discuss hypothetical cases 
(based off of previous SCOTUS cases) that help bring our learning for that unit into focus. After each one, you 
will be tasked with answering a specific question about the case and our work in class. You must read the 
materials on Blackboard before class for these to actively participate and be able to write the report. Late 
submissions: deduction of 5% of the available points for each day late up to one week. No assignments being 
accepted after one week. 
 

Written Brief and Oral Argument (and draft components). The biggest part of your grade is devoted to this 
set of assignments. Each student will be assigned to “represent” one side of an argument in a case modeled 
after a currently pending SCOTUS case. You will be put into pairs for purposes of the Oral Argument only, and 
your grade only depends on your work. Each component of this assignment is broken down below. More 
information will be distributed around Spring Break. 
 

Written Brief. You will be writing a Supreme Court-style brief. Although this is not exactly how briefs look 
at the Court, we will use major components of the briefing format. Each of these three major components 
(Issues Presented, Statement of the Case, Argument) will have draft checkpoints that will count towards 
your overall class grade. Late submissions: Deduction of 10% of the available points for each day late up to 
one week. No assignments accepted after one week.  
 

Oral Argument.  You will be paired up with another student who is assigned the side opposite yours in the 
case for purposes of the Oral Argument. You will give a brief argument of the case and answer questions 
about the case. NO LATE SUBMISSIONS.  If you have an emergency that prevents you from presenting on 
the day designated, you must notify me ASAP with documentation.  It is my discretion to allow you to 
present with a 5% penalty at a mutually agreed upon date and time.   

 

Final Exam.  
The Final Exam will be a take home essay exam. More details to come at the time it is handed out. NO LATE 
SUBMISSIONS.  If you have an emergency that prevents you from taking the exam you must notify me ASAP 
with documentation.  It is my discretion to allow you to submit the exam late.     
 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Anyone in this course who might be entitled to accommodations due to a disability must register with 
Disability and Accessibility Support Services. DASS is located at 264 UCEN and can be reached by phone at 810-
762-3081.  
 
 



ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated and may lead to your failing this course. Plagiarism is the taking of 
credit for someone else’s work or ideas, submitting a piece of work which is not entirely the student’s own 
work without fully and accurately attributing those same portions to their correct source.  If you are unsure 
whether something violates the University’s policies or my own, talk to me first. You will not be penalized for 
asking. I reserve the right to fail you on an assignment if I believe the work you submit is not your own.  

 
 

EXPECTATIONS 
Your Expectations of Me. I think it is important to let students know what they can expect from me in the 
class. You can expect from me many things, but most importantly the following:  

 Lively and informative class leadership. Expect me to come to class prepared to discuss the material 
and current events that involve our subject matter.  I want to make this class interesting, relevant, and 
worth your time. If I don’t know an answer to your question right away, I will search for an answer. 

 Making time for you. Expect me to make time for you outside of course in a reasonable manner upon 
request either in person or by email. Come to office hours. Follow me on Twitter. 

 Grade as reasonably fast as I can. Expect me to make every effort to return assignments as soon as 
possible so you know where you stand in this course.  

 

My Expectations of You 
1. Respectful Participation. This class depends on you engaging with the material, which can be 

controversial. You must remain respectful while discussing these difficult but important matters.  
2. Responsible Behavior. What you get out of this class—both in terms of content and your grade—is up 

to you. It is your responsibility to take advantage of class discussions, assignments, office hours and the 
like. I can only grade the work you provide me. If you provide me habitually late work, lazy work or no 
work that is all I have to assess your performance and your grade will be reflective of that. This is an 
upper level class and you will be expected to act in accordance with that fact. 

3. Maintenance of Contact. It is integral to this course that you are connected to email and Blackboard 
outside of the classroom.  If you have trouble accessing email or Blackboard from home, you must 
make use of the on-campus facilities provided to you by the University.   

 

Email. Email is the primary mode of contact for us outside of the classroom.  I will be sending emails 
to your UM Flint account that is registered and connected to Blackboard.  It is your responsibility to 
check your email regularly as I reserve the right to make changes to assignments and readings via 
email.  If you don’t like the UM Flint email, have it forwarded to another address. Failure to check 
your email is not a relevant excuse for missing a deadline or a notice.  
 

Blackboard. All of your papers in this course MUST be submitted through Blackboard’s SafeAssign 
feature.  You are responsible for ensuring that your assignment is properly submitted.  I recommend 
printing (or saving as a PDF) the submission page.  Failure to submit your assignment on time—
regardless of reason—will subject you to the late penalties outlined herein. If you wish to use a 
backup method of submission, you may also email your assignment but it MUST be submitted 
through Blackboard first. 
 

Twitter. You can and should follow me and talk to me on Twitter (@profmcmanaway). Do NOT, 
however, ask me about individual assignment issues or coursework issues on Twitter. Those 
discussions are for email. Twitter is to update you on general announcements (closings, 
cancellations, changes) as well as to discuss course material and current events and is used in 
addition to, not in lieu of, email. This is a great way to stay up to date on current events as I often 
tweet about them. 



Winter	2018—POL	329-529	MM	
Week	 Class	Date	 Unit	 Reading	,	Online	Lectures,	and	Assignments	 In	Class	Activities	
1	 1/1/18	

Introduction	to	
Constitutional	Law	

Chapters	1	and	2	
Online	Lecture	1—Intro	to	Class	(no	quiz)	 NO	CLASS	

2	 1/8/18	 Class	and	concepts	introduction	 Lecture/Discussion	
3	 1/15/18	

Freedom	of	Religion	

Free	Exercise	Clause—Chapter	4	(pp.	95-131)	
Online	Lecture	2—Free	Exercise	(quiz)	

IRAC	and	Briefing	Primer	Due	by	11:59	pm	
NO	CLASS	

4	 1/22/18	 Establishment	Clause—Chapter	4	(pp.	131-190)	
Online	Lecture	3—Est.	Clause	After	Lemon	(quiz)	

Lecture/Discussion	
	

5	 1/29/18	 Beloved	Angels	Case	Exercise								Readings	on	BB	
6	 2/5/18	

Freedom	of	Speech	and	
Press	

Historical	Development—Chapter	5	(pp.	191-221)	
Online	Lecture	4—History	of	Free	Speech	(quiz)	

Beloved	Angels	Case	Report	Due	by	11:59	pm	

NO	CLASS	
	

7	 2/12/18	 Modern	Contexts—Chapter	5	(pp.	221-293)	
Online	Lecture	5—Symbolic	Speech	and	Public	Forums	(quiz)	

Lecture/Discussion	
	

8	 2/19/18	 Obscenity,	Press,	Libel—New	York	Times	v.	U.S.	(1971)—p.	298	AND	
Chapter	7	
Online	Lecture	6—Obscenity	(quiz)	

Lecture/Discussion	

	 2/26/18	 (no	class—Spring	Break)	
9	 3/5/18	 	 Coleman	Case	Exercise											Readings	on	BB	
10	 3/12/18	 Right	to	Privacy	 Chapter	10	

Coleman	Case	Report	Due	by	11:59	pm	 Lecture/Discussion	

11	 3/19/18	

Rights	of	the	Criminally	
Accused	

Investigations	and	Evidence—Chapter	11	
Online	Lecture	7—Self	Incrimination	(quiz)	

Draft	Issues	Presented	Due	by	11:59	pm	

Lecture/Discussion	
	

12	 3/26/18	 Fair	Trial—Chapter	12	(up	to	p.	568)	
Draft	Statement	of	the	Case	Due	by	11:59	pm	 Lecture/Discussion	

13	 4/2/18	 Oral	Argument	Prep	Day	 Workshop	
Draft	Argument	Outline	Due	by	11:59	pm	

14	 4/9/18	 Oral	Argument	Day	1	 Presentations	
Written	Brief	Due	by	11:59	pm	

15	 4/16/18	 Oral	Argument	Day	2	 Presentations	
Final	 4/23/18	 NO	CLASS	 Final	Exam	Due	by	11:59	pm	
	

Readings	in	BLUE	 	 Online	Lectures	in	PURPLE	 	 Assignments	due	in	RED	


